FRENCH  POLITICAL THOUGHT
the lack of frankness and boldness, erected into prudence
and moderation, are perpetually on the day's programme
—such a system needs no regulation, it is enough to depict
it. To analyse it would be to magnify it and give a false idea
of it."1 He therefore had no hope of the 1848 Revolution
leading anywhere, and wrote on 25th February 1848, with
prophetic insight, that " it might very well be but one more
hoax/' "What has just taken place, and in which I took a
share, without much faith in it, is something entirely artificial,
with nothing spontaneous or primitive about it. May I be
mistaken ! But I fear our downfall dates from to-day/'2
The downfall soon came. Proudhon began by " welcoming "
Louis Napoleon—not indeed out of any admiration for
him personally, but out of the belief that he might clean
up the Augean stables of French bourgeois politics. " Come
and take possession of this people of hypocrites and courtiers.
You are the man for us, come and deal with these bourgeois,
take their last child and their last penny. Come ! The apostates
of all previous reigns are waiting for you, ready to hold their
consciences as cheap as their wives. The name of Bonaparte
was still short of one form of glory: come and put an end to
our quarrels by taking our liberties, come and complete the
shame of the French people." 3
- For this pamphlet Proudhon went to prison for nearly three
years. But the Coup d'Etat made him " sorry he had ever
suffered for that beast of a Bonaparte "; it was to him an
" indelible stain, a surrender to priestcraft and Jesuitry."
The event only increased his contempt for the Jacobins, without
whose foolish co-operation in 1848 this disaster would never
have taken place. " But if the present regime endures for
twenty-five or thirty years, France will become a slave country
and lose all initiative and honour." 4
Nor, as the years passed, did he become more optimistic.
*' France cannot possibly live," he wrote in 1859, " with that
gang of gamblers, sharks, cut-throats, sneaks, cowardly and
meretricious writers who make up the external France."
1 De la CapacitS politlque, p. 222.	2 Desjardins, op. dt., ii., p.
3. Pamphlet sur la Presidency.	4 Letter, 19th December 1851.
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